First cascade Mitsunobu reactions for the synthesis of 2-benzoxazole-N-phenyl and 2-benzimidazole-N-phenyl derivatives.
An efficient method has been developed via cascade Mitsunobu reactions to synthesize 2-benzoxazole-N-phenyl and 2-benzimidazole-N-phenyl derivatives, which are common structural motifs in medicinal chemistry. This method also provides a new application of the Mitsunobu reaction.